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LOADS OF LOVE: 
A LAUNDRY LOVE MINISTRY 

Second Monday of Every Month
from 5-6:30 pm

2024 
NOVEMBER 11
DECEMBER 9

We will help pay for washing, drying,
and detergent. 

LIMITED:   
Two Washers per person/ 
Four Washers per family.

LOCATION:  
1713 W. Exchange Street, Akron, Ohio

Dear Parish Family,
Since 1863, our great American nation has set aside the fourth Thursday of November as a day to give thanks.  This year, 
before we fire up the ovens and turn on the football games, I invite us all to give thanks to God for the great abundance He has 
bestowed upon us.  May we be especially thankful for the many opportunities to share our gifts with others, because when we 
share with those in need we are sharing with Him.  The late Father Alexander Schmemann listed many things for which we can be 
thankful in his sermon on Thanksgiving Day 1983 at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary.  Before breaking bread with our loved ones 
on Thanksgiving Day, I invite all of us to read this together and continue the list on our own!
See you at Church!    FRDK

"Thank You, O Lord!" By Father Alexander Schmemann
Thanksgiving Day, 1983
at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary

Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy.  
Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to 
the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and which filled our hearts with 
the joy, peace and righteousness of the Holy Spirit.  Thank You, O Lord, for 
having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the foretaste of Your Kingdom.  
Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving You and 
Your Holy Church.  Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome 
all difficulties, tensions, passions, temptations and restored peace, mutual 
love and joy in sharing the communion of the Holy Spirit.  Thank You, O 
Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon us, for they are purifying us 
from selfishness and reminding us of the “one thing needed;” Your eternal 
Kingdom.  Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are 
free to worship You.  Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of 
God is proclaimed.  Thank You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives 
and, especially, children who teach us how to celebrate Your holy Name 
in joy, movement and holy noise.  Thank You, O Lord, for everyone and 
everything.  Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no 
word is sufficient to celebrate Your miracles.  Lord, it is good to be here! 
Amen!



 PARISH COUNCIL  MEETING MINUTES -  September 2024
Present: Jon Bollas, Mike Detorakis, Penny Dickos, Elena Economou-Zwisler, Bill Farmakidis, Karen Horattas, Fr. Dean 
Kokanos, Christina Manousos, Christopher Morris, Mary O’Connor, Christine Salem, Nicholas Stavrakis, Gus Tsesmelis, 
Denis Van Doros

Absent: Christina Barry, Maria Detorakis, Angela Jumbert

August 2024 Meeting Minutes: approved

Priest’s Report: Fr. Dean: thanks to those who came early to set up for Good Samaritans; Sunday School kicked off 
Sept. 8; Adult Sunday School starts Sept. 15

President’s Report- Christine Salem: Salem asked for nominations to fill the vacant parish council seat held by 
Christina Barry; nominations for John Chames, Kitsa Fuchi, and Maria Williams; Maria Williams was elected.

Treasurer’s Report

 Jul. 2024 Actual Budget  Account Balances

Income $562,000 $581,000 General Operating  $51,000

Expenses $597,000 $571,000 General Savings  $62,000

Profit/Loss $(35,000) $10,000 Payroll  $7,000

 
Old Business: None

New Business - Christine Salem: past Sunday had presentation on Capital Improvements Project following liturgy; 50 
families pledged total of $330,300 with $77,800 collected to date; atrium and stairwells need to be started; lighting 
issues being worked on

Stewardship of Church Resources - Elaina Economou-Zwisler: 343 pledges for $683,000; November 10 is Stewardship 
Sunday; Stewardship brochures will be mailed out the beginning of October

Financial- Denis Van Doros, Penny Dickos: Trust Fund- $791,000; Building Fund- $115,000

Building and Grounds - Michael Detorakis, Christine Salem: projects still ongoing

Coffee Hour - Denis Van Doros, Mary O’Connor: still need help with clean-up

Personnel - John Matheos: we have hired Dan Clemon to help us in the kitchen

Schools - Christina Manousos: Sunday School has started; Greek School had 45 students for the first session

Youth - Fr. Nick, Christina Manousos: OCF started this past week; JOY and Goya kick off this weekend

Outreach and Ministries - Mary O’Connor, John Matheos, Karen Horattas: help is needed for Hot Meal Thursday; 
Good Samaritans set-up went very well; October 19 Mission Walk registration is open, 25 people have signed up, 
raised $4,500 last year

Good of the Community: Denis Van Doros - festival help is needed everywhere; Christina Manousos- need to have 
back rooms cleaned out at least once a year; Denis Van Doros- Woodridge Elementary School was thrilled with our 
donation of excess school supplies; Christine Salem- thanks to Frank, Alex and Nick for the presentation on the Capital 
Improvement Project

Benediction and Adjournement: Fr. Dean

GENERAL ASSEMBLY - ELECTION
 The next General Assembly is November 17.  

Deadline for Parish Council nominations is November 3.  
All candidates must attend a meeting with Fr. Dean on November 3 at noon.



OCW: Fall Book Study

JOURNEY TO REALITY:
Sacramental Life in a Secular Age

by:  Zachary Porcu
November 12 , Tuesday - 10am-12pm

DAYTIME
In Person at St. Thomas 

Easter Orthodox Church & on ZOOM
with Fr. Vladimir Bakurdzhiev 

http://us06web.zoom.us/j/82089786521
Information:  Annie Fry - 330.714.9844

OCW: Fall Book Study
Special Evening Presentation for working people. 

JOURNEY TO REALITY: 
Sacramental Life in a Secular Age

by Zachary Porcu

November 12, Tuesday - 7pm-8:30pm

ZOOM with Fr. James Waltenberger
http://us06web.zoom.us/j/81149455841

Information:  Annie Fry - 330.714.9844

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN [OCW]PHILOPTOCHOS - 2023-24  
END-OF-YEAR   DISBURSEMENTS

• $2,500 - Good Samaritans Program
• $2,500 - Stewart’s Caring Place
• $2,000 - Mission Walk
• $2,000 - Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery
• $2,000 - St. Gregory Palamas Monastery
• $1,500 - Access Inc.
• $1,500 - Allergies Shaped My Life Foundation
• $1,500 - Caring for Kids
• $1,500 - Grace House
• $1,500 - Lift Up Ministries
• $1,500 - Mollie’s Missions
• $1,500 - The Eftychia Project
• $1,500 - The Porchlight Project
• $1,000 - Annunciation Akron's Capital Campaign
• $5,000 - Pittsburgh Metropolis Center 

The Annunciation Philoptochos Society 
Melissa works each year to raise money 
for the purpose of giving it away.  After 
thinking up the many events for fundraising, these 
focused women jointly work to make the chosen events 
a success.  Their season runs from September to May, 
each year ending with a Board Meeting specifically to 
choose which charities get to share this money.  The list 
below are who will receive part of the spoils.

P A N C A K E    B R E A K F A S T

Tickets being sold 
November 10, 17, and 24 

after Liturgy

Adults - $10
Sunday School Students - $4

5 and under - free
Bring an unwrapped gift  
for a child or teenager

Chairs 
Torie Crockett, Joyce Lagios, Mary O’Connor, 

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST 

 

Sunday, 
December 1

after Liturgy DEACON MARK
STUDEBAKER



NOVEMBER 2024  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy 
Chapel Feast Day - 
Feast of Ss Kosmas 
and Damianos

9am-12pm 
HUMS Retreat

5pm 

PHILOPTOCHOS 
FUNDRAISER 
Taso & Toula's 

BIG FAT 
Greek Wedding

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

820am Matins 
930am Liturgy  
 1115am 
Adult Education 
 
Katy Jumbert
40 day Memorial
George Jumbert
1 Year Memorial

 11am Rotary Club   
6pm Philoptochos

8am Gyro Prep 
 
630pm 
Choir Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
GYRO LUNCHEON 

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy 
Archangel Michael 
and Gabriel

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

820am Matins 
930am Liturgy

Stewardship
Sunday

Philoptochos  
Memorial and 
Second Tray
 1115am 
Adult Education

5pm  
Loads of Love

11am Rotary Club  
Noon
Golden Greeks
Senior Citizens
Thanksgiving Lunch
 
5pm Men's Club

8am Gyro Prep
630pm 
Choir Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
GYRO LUNCHEON  

6pm 
JOY Night

6pm Vigil Feast, 
Vespers, Matins, 
& Liturgy of St 
Matthew

4:30pm 
Great Vespers

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

820am Matins 
930am Liturgy

T. Georgekopoulos
1 Year Memorial 
 
General Assembly 
ELECTIONS   1115am 
Adult Education

430pm GOYA 
Fireside Chat

630pm 
COCA -  
Presentation of 
Christ

 

11am Rotary Club 
 
530pm Parish 
Council

7pm OCF

8am Gyro Prep

530pm 
GREEK School 
 
630pm 
Choir Rehearsal

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy 
Entrance of the 
Theotokos in the 
Temple 

11am-2pm 
GYRO LUNCHEON

GOYA Fall 
Retreat

Golden Greeks 
BASILE @ the 
Funny Stop 
1757 State Rd, 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH  

GOYA Fall 
Retreat

4:30pm 
Great Vespers

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

820am Matins 
930am Liturgy  1115am 
Adult Education

GOYA Fall 
Retreat

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy 
Feast of  
St Katherine

9am Quilts

11am Rotary Club

3pm Good 
Samaritans TABLE 

8am Gyro Prep
630pm 
Choir Rehearsal

OFFICE CLOSED 
THANKSGIVING

OFFICE CLOSED

PAPA GYRO 
DAY

VOICE
ARTICLES

DUE
5pm 
Good Samaritans 
PREP

730am 
Good Samaritans  
Distribution

3pm  
Good Samaritans 
TABLE

Nativity Fast Begins

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024 

after LITURGY
#COMETOCHURCHTHIS IS A

"DO NOT MISS"
EVENT



November 15 - 6pm
JOY Night

at Annunciation Church

November 17
4:30pm - 6:30pm

GOYA Fireside Chat 
at the Diamond Home  

AKRON 
ANNUNCIATION  Y O U T H

Tuesday, November 12, noon
THANKSGIVING Lunch 
@ Annunciation  
Park in the back lot and enter thru the Chapel Door 

Friday, November 22, Dinner 6:00pm
BASILE @ the Funny Stop
1757 State Rd, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223 
We have an amazing price for show tickets
$13.00 per person
 

Hello, Sunday School Families!

October was a great month for our students. They en-
joyed a special lesson about Godparents. Some were 
even able to enjoy the lesson with their Godparents and 
enjoy a special luncheon afterwards! 

Our Pre-K through 6th graders also began practicing 
for our Christmas Program, led by Christine Salem. This 
month we will hold practices on November 10th, 17th 
and 26th in the Multipurpose Room. The program will 
take place after Liturgy on December 22nd. 

This month we will be collecting donations for our annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive. This year we are again support-
ing Street Outreach Services (SOS).  SOS assists at-risk 
and homeless youth, ages 15-22, through the operation 
of a drop-in center and a variety of outreach services. 
The purpose of the program is to help youth escape 
homelessness and secure safe, stable housing. We will be 
collecting non-perishable items for their emergency shel-
ter. Please see the following assignments for your child’s 
classroom, and bring donations to the Atrium. A special 
blessing for these donations will take place after Sunday 
School on November 17th. 

 CLASS SUGGESTED DONATION
 2 year olds canned vegetables, canned ravioli, 
   Spaghetti O’s, fruit cups, 
  bottled water
 Pre-K - K ramen noodles, instant potatoes, 
    rice packets, cracker packets
 1st - 2nd snack bars, pancake mix, syrup 
  Slim Jims, shelf stable milk
 3rd - 4th canned chicken, canned tuna, 
   tuna helper, hamburger helper
 5th - 8th spaghetti, noodles, pasta sauce, 
   mac-n-cheese, baked beans
 High School toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner,  
  tooth brushes, toothpaste

support
outreach services

ANNUNCIATION SUNDAY SCHOOL  
NICOLE PAPAS & ELYSE DECKARD, CO DIRECTORS 
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Jeanne Thomarios
Professional Real Estate Service
For Buyers and Sellers Since 1999
330-714-5556
jeannethomarios@howardhanna.com
 2603 W. Market St.
 Ste 100
 Akron, OH 44313
 330-836-9300

 DELTA
 ASPHALT
 COMPANY, INC.

1286 Eastwood Avenue
Tallmadge, OH 44278

Office: 330-633-2506
Fax: 330-376-7595

Compliments Of
 

 William A. Papas, lutc
 Agency Principal

  (330) 836-1234

  (330) 864-4388 fax

  Bill@WallhavenGroup.com

  www.WallhavenGroup.com

 The Wallhaven Building
  1650 W. Market St., Ste. 21
  Akron, OH 44313

Rose Hill
Funeral Home & Burial Park

 • Flexible event space   • Celebration of Life center
 • Large capacity chapel   • Veterans cemetery section

330-665-1700 • www.dignitymemorial.com
 3653 W. Market St.
 Akron, OH 44333 MEMORIAL

Burial
Cremation

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Kelly Sweeney

ksweeney@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6371
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On-Site Dialysis Care
330 Broadway Street East, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

330.945.9797
FallsVillageSNR.com

708 Moore Road, Akron, OH 44319

330.409.0345
GreenVillageSNR.com

24/7 Skilled Nursing • Physical, Speech
& Occupational • Private Bathroom

Wi-Fi Access • Flat Screen TV’s

ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS
Committed to providing quality and 

compassionate care.
You can reach us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For 

information, tours and admissions, please give us a call

AKRON MONUMENT 
& GRANITE CO.

Helping Families Choose 
Their Monuments Since 1973

590 E Tallmadge Ave.

330-252-1746
JIM LEONE- OWNER

www.akronmonumentgranite.com

 Elizabeth Z. Bartz Elizabeth Z. Bartz
 President and CEO

222 South Main St., Ste. 300
Akron, Ohio  44308

330-761-9960 Phone330-761-9960 Phone
ebartz@stateandfed.com

www.stateandfed.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

 Nikki Konstand Relic
 Mega Million Dollar Producer, ABR, CSP, CRS
 3480 W. Market St. • Ste. 103 • Akron, OH
 Direct: (330) 835-4600 
 E-mail: nikki.k.relic@gmail.com
 Website: Nikkirelic.com

Tom Wackerly:
330-697-5561

www.theKcompany.com

Stacy Billow, Charles Billow,
Nathanael Billow

A Tradition of Dignity and Respect Since 1875
Fairlawn • Cuyahoga Falls • (330) 867-4141 • www.billowfuneralhomes.com



st. nicholas pancake breakfast - sunday, december 1

This month, AXIOS is recognizing four familiar 
gentlemen who we see every Sunday bright and early 
as we enter our church.
Known by some as the “Fantastic Four”, they are 
John Tsoras, George Koukies, Dee Manuselis, and Lou 
Poplos, and they serve as our church ushers whose 
duty it is to take care of our church narthex during 
Sunday orthros and liturgy.
Arriving early every Sunday, our Fantastic Four take 
care of the candle stands in the narthex, take the 
glass candles for parishioners to the candle stands at 
the front of the church, pass the regular and special 
collection trays, help serve coffee after liturgy, and 
offer greetings and friendly smiles as they keep order 
in the narthex.
As a group, these four dedicated gentlemen have 
served as church ushers collectively for a total of 
nearly 120 years!
In addition to serving as ushers on Sunday, all four 
have served on Parish Council at various times, have 

worked our festivals, are faithful members of our 
local AHEPA chapter, and individually have served as 
treasurer for various parish organizations, worked at 

our weekly GYRO lunch, 
assisted Philoptochos at 
their pastry workshops, 
and served as bartender for 
parish social events.
Let’s all join in a hearty 
“AXIOS” to these four 
gentlemen who have given 
so much for so many years 
to our Annunciation parish.  


